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ABSTRACT
In spintronics technologies, diluted magnetic semiconductors (DMS) have to be studied intensively
and origins of ferromagnetism in such materials are to be understood clearly. However, it is difficult to
understand that whether the ferromagnetism in DMS is intrinsic or due to dopant effects. Therefore, in this
work, the microstructure, optical, and magnetic properties of pure ZnO and Zn0.94Nb0.01Co

0.05O,

Zn0.88Nb0.02Co 0.10O and Zn0.82Nb0.03Co 0.15O Energy band gap calculated from the UV spectroscopy denotes an
increasing trend of band gap with increasing dopant concentration in the sample.
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1. INTRODUCTION
Diluted Magnetic Semiconducting (DMS) nanoparticles have been studied keenly due to their
potential applications in spintronics devices since their unique characteristic of both charge and spin
of electrons. These could be potentially used for the fabrication of multifunctional devices such as
spin valve transistors 1 Spin light emitting diodes 2, logic devices 3 and nonvolatile memory have the
advantage of rapid data processing, less power consumption, huge capacity and excellent stability
than other electronic devices 4, 5. Two key properties of DMS materials are both semiconducting and
ferromagnetic properties. The optical and magnetic properties of ZnO nanoparticles are strongly
depending upon the dopant, defects, and crystallinity. Therefore, the research community intensively
studying DMS materials to realize room temperature ferromagnetism in transition metal (TM) doped
semiconductors.1,

2,3,4,5

. Recently, doping with TM like Cr, Ce, Ni, Nd, Eu, Gd can tune the

semiconducting properties to fabricate novel and unique magneto-electronic and opto-electronic
devices 6, 7.
Among all the oxide based DMS materials, zinc oxide (ZnO) have been intensively studied due
to their large energy gap (3.37 eV) and excitonic binding energy (60 meV) greater than traditional
semiconducting compounds. Besides, it exhibits unique characteristics such as good optical
transparency, chemical and thermal stability, and high voltage – current nonlinearity. Hence, ZnO
based DMS nanoparticles can be used in solar cells, magnetic storage devices, modern computers,
spintronics, photo luminescent materials, heat mirrors, thin film transistors, gas sensors, good
conductor, biomedical and so on 8,9.
So far various methods have been adopted to synthesize TM doped ZnO nanoparticles such as
hydrothermal, spray pyrolysis, spin coating, microemulsion, sol– gel, ball milling, spray pyrolysis,
electrochemical decomposition, molecular beam epitaxy, thermal evaporation, vapor liquid solid
growth, laser-ablation methods, chemical vapor deposition, dip coating, etc. 10,11,12. However, most of
them are very costly and small scale production, complicate synthesis route, large reaction
temperatures, lengthy reaction time, and no stoichiometric compositions. However, chemical co
precipitation method is suitable and simple due to their cost effective, low temperature synthesis,
large scale production and quick method to prepare Nb/Co co-doped ZnO nanoparticulate powders.
Further, it is able to control over the stoichiometric composition and particle size which can alter the
optical, electrical and magnetic properties.
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In this paper, for the first time, the structural, optical, morphological, and magnetic properties of
Zn0.94Nb0.01Co 0.05O, Zn0.88Nb0.02Co 0.10O and Zn0.82Nb0.03Co0.15O nanoparticles have been synthesized by
the co precipitation method.

2. SAMPLE PREPARATION
Samples with stoichiometry Zn0.94Nb0.01Co

0.05O,

Zn0.88Nb0.02Co

0.10O

and Zn0.82Nb0.03Co

0.15O

were

prepared by the chemical co-precipitation technique High purity ZnCl2.6H2O (Aldrich99.999%), CoCl2·
6H2O(Aldrich99.999%), and NbCl5 (Aldrich99.999%), were weighed and dissolved in de-ionized water. The
solutions prepared from the starting materials were taken in a round-bottomed flask fitted with a reflex-cooling
tube. Then, an aqueous 500 ml NaOH solution of 5mol/l was gradually added to the stoichiometric solution for 30
minutes, in order to achieve a final pH value of 8 at room temperature. The precipitates containing mixture
were allowed to settle for areas on able time and then washed several times with pure water to remove
the water-soluble by products (precipitation). Now, the precipitates were filtered out using filter paper of
fine pore size and the spongy content in the filter cone was allowed to dry as such. When the moisture
content was reduced, the sample could also be dried (calcinations) in a ceramic pan at about 50 oC to
help there Faint moisture and traces of by-products to evolve out of the sample completely. Now the
sample was ready for further treatment and study.
3. EMPLOYED CHARACTERIZATION TECHNIQUES
To verify the composition of resultant powder, inductively coupled plasma optical emission spectroscopy
(ICP-OES) technique was carried out. It confirmed the absence of impurities. The optical properties of the
crystals were examined between 100 and 1000 nm using LAMBDA-35 UV-Vis spectrophotometer. Differential
thermal and thermo gravimetric analysis has been carried out to study the thermal stability for the grown crystals
using a simultaneous thermal analyzer TGA7 (Perkin Elmer). The functional groups were observed using Perkin
Elmer Spectrum in the range of 500-4000 cm-1. The particle size and morphology were analyzed using
transmission electron microscopy (TEM).

4. RESULTS AND DISCUSSION
4.1 ICP–OES
The Nb/Co co-doped concentrations of the ZnO nanoparticles were analyzed from ICP–OES
analysis which found the actual concentration of dopants in the grown crystals. It displays that amount
of dopants entered in

IJSRR, 9(3) July – Sep., 2020

Page 134

G. Helan Ruth Joice et al., IJSRR 2020, 9(3), 132-140

4.2 Optical Absorbance
The band gap (Eg) of the Nb/Co codoped ZnO nanoparticles at 303 K was calculated using the
absorbance spectra. This experiment was performed with help of UV– visible spectrophotometer. The UV–
visible absorption spectra of the samples are shown in Fig. 1. The band gap energy (Eg) values using Tauc
relation is used to estimate the band gap energy (Eg) values and the values are displayed in Fig. 2. The values of
Eg were calculated by taking the intercept of the extrapolation to zero absorption with photon energy axis. The
calculated Eg value of the ZnO is 3.18 eV which is lower in than Nb/Co co doped ZnO nanoparticles. This is
well agreed with reported values in Refs. 13, 14, 15. The increase in ZnO band gap is attributed to decrease in
particle size with increase in the concentration of oxygen vacancies on ZnO surface 16. Further, this could be
attributed to the Burstein–Moss effect and increase in band gap confirms the incorporation of Nb and Co ions
into the ZnO host lattice.

Figure 1 UV–vis absorption spectra of Nb/Co codoped ZnO nanoparticles at 303 K
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Figure 2 Energy gap value of Nb/Co codoped ZnO nanoparticles at 303 K

4.3 FTIR Study
The FTIR spectra of Nb/Co co-doped ZnO (KBr pellet technique) is shown in Fig. 3 to observe
the presence of functional group. The widened peaks were found around at 3487 cm -1 and 1565 cm-1
respectively. These are associated to O-H stretching and H-O-H bending vibrations due to the
presence of H2O contents on the surface of ZnO and Nb/Co co-doped ZnO nanoparticles as moisture
17, 18

. The minor peak found at 2350 cm-1 and is corresponded to the existence of CO2 molecules in

the air. The two peaks at 1490 and 1615 cm-1 are associated to symmetric and symmetric stretching
of carbonyl group (C=O). A peak observed at 521 cm-1 is mainly attributed to the vibration of metal
oxide (Zn-O). This is the standard range (400–600 cm-1) for the ZnO nanoparticles 19, 20, 21,22. No other
impurity functional group peaks were found and there by confirm the purity of the samples. Form this
studies, it is confirmed the formation of ZnO wurtzite structure.
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Figure 3 FTIR spectra of Nb/Co codoped ZnO nanoparticles at 303 K

4.4 TEM Analysis
Fig. 4(a) and (b) exhibit the TEM images of pure ZnO and Nb/Co co-doped Zn0.82Nb0.03Co

0.15O

nanoparticles prepared at room temperature. The spherical shaped particles with varying particles size from 40 to
20 nm have been observed.

Fig.4. (a) and (b) the TEM images of ZnO and Zn0.82Nb0.03Co 0.15O nano particles prepared at room temperature.
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5. CONCLUSIONS
Nb/Co co-doped ZnO nanoparticles have been successfully synthesized

by simple and low

temperature chemical co-precipitation method . XRD and UV studies confirm the incorporation of dopant into
the ZnO lattice. UV–vis analysis revealed that the band gap increased due to the incorporation of dopants.
TEM images of the ZnO and Zn0.82Nb0.03Co 0.15O nanoparticles show that the particles are in spherical shape
with average particle sizes from 40-20 nm.

REFERENCES
1. Ajimsha RS, Das AK, Singh BN, Misra P, Kukreja LM, Structural, electrical and optical properties
of Dy doped ZnO thin films grown by buffer assisted pulsed laser deposition. Physica E 2010;
42:1838–1843.
2. Antic Z, Krsmanovic RM, Nikolic MG, Cincovic MM, Mitric M, Polizzi S, Dramicanin MD,
Multisite luminescence of rare earth doped TiO2 anatase nanoparticles. Mater Chem Phys 2012;
135:1064–1069.
3. Bomila R, Srinivasan S, Venkatesan A, Bharath B, Perinbam K, Structural, optical and antibacterial
activity studies of Ce-doped ZnO nanoparticles prepared by wet-chemical method. Mater Res
Innovations, 2018; 22(7):1–8.
4. Chelouche A, Touam T, Djouadi D, Aksas A, Synthesis and characterizations of new morphological
ZnO and Ce-doped ZnO powders by sol–gel process. Optik 2014; 125(19):5626–6562.
5. Chen Q, Hou H, Zhang D, Hu S, Min T, Liu B, Yang C, Pu W, Hu J, Yang J, Enhanced visible-light
driven photocatalytic activity of hybrid ZnO/g- C3N4 by high performance ball milling. J
Photochem Photobiol, A, 2018; 350:1–9.
6. Cuscó R, Alarcón-Lladó E, Ibáñez J, Artús L, Jiménez J, Wang B, Callahan MJ, Temperature
dependence of Raman scattering in ZnO. Phys Rev B. PhysRevB., 2017; 75: 165202.
7. Deng R, Yao B, Li YF, Xua Y, Li JC, Li BH, Zhang ZZ, Zhang LG, Zhao HF, Shen DZ, Ultraviolet
electroluminescence from n-ZnO/p-NiO heterojunction light-emitting diode. J Lumin, 2013;
134:240–243.
8. Deus RC, Foschinic CR, Spitova B, Moura F, Longo E, Simões AZ, Effect of soaking time on the
photoluminescence properties of cerium oxide nanoparticles. Ceram Int, 2014; 40:1–9.
9. Deus RC, Cortés JA, Ramirez MA, Ponce MA, Andres J, Rocha LSR, Longo E, Simões AZ,
Photoluminescence properties of cerium oxide nanoparticles as a function of lanthanum content.

IJSRR, 9(3) July – Sep., 2020

Page 138

G. Helan Ruth Joice et al., IJSRR 2020, 9(3), 132-140

Mater Res Bull, 2015; 70: 416–423.
10. Dhara S, Raychaudhuri AK, Enhancement in red emission at room temperature from europium
doped ZnO nanowires by 1, 10 phenanthroline-europium interface induced resonant excitations. AIP
Adv, 2017; 7:025306.
11. Goharshadi EK, Samiee S, Nancarrow P, Fabrication of cerium oxide nanoparticles: characterization
and optical properties. J Colloid Interface Sci, 2011; 356:473–480.
12. Hu L, Zhu L, He H, Zhanga L, Ye Z, Acceptor defect-participating magnetic exchange in ZnO : Cu
nanocrystalline film: defect structure evolution, Cu–N synergetic role and magnetic control. J Mater
Chem C, 2015; 3:1330.
13. Huang H, Zhao Q, Hong K, Xu Q, Huang X, Optical and electrical properties of N-doped ZnO
heterojunction photodiode. Physica E, 2014; 57:113–117.
14. Iqbal J, Liu X, Zhu H, Pan C, Zhang Y, Yu D, Ronghai, Trapping of Ce electrons in band gap and
room temperature ferromagnetism of Ce4+ doped ZnO nanowires. J Appl Phys , 2009; 106:083515.
15. Iso Y, Takeshita S, Isobe T, Electrophoretic deposition and characterization of transparent
nanocomposite films of YVO4:Bi3+, Eu3+ nanophosphor and silicone-modified acrylic resin.
Langmuir, 2014; 30:1465–1471.
16. Ji S, Yin L, Liu G, Zhang L, Ye C, Synthesis of rare earth ions-doped zno nanostructures with
efficient host-guest energy transfer. J Phys Chem C, 2009; 113:16439–16444.
17. Kabongo GL, Mhlongo GH, Mothudi BM, Hillie KT, Mbule PS, Dhlamini MS, Structural,
photoluminescence and XPS properties of Tm3+ ions in ZnO nanostructures. J Lumin, 2017;
187:141–153.
18. Kanchana S, Chithra MJ, Ernest S, Pushpanathan K, Violet emission from fe doped zno
nanoparticles synthesized by precipitation method. J Lumin, 2016; 176:6–14.
19. Ko HH, Yang G, Cheng HZ, Wang MC, Zhao XJ, Growth and optical properties of cerium dioxide
nanocrystallites prepared by coprecipitation routes. Ceram Int, 2014; 40: 4055–4064.
20. Kumar A, Babu S, Karakoti AS, Schulte A, Seal S, luminescence properties of europium-doped
cerium oxide nanoparticles: role of vacancy and oxidation states. Langmuir, 2009; 25(18):10998–
11007.
21. Kumar P, Singh J, Parashar V, Singh K, Tiwari RS, Srivastava ON, Ramam K, Pandey AC,
Investigations on structural, optical and second harmonic generation in solvothermally synthesized
pure and Cr-doped ZnO nanoparticles. Cryst Eng Comm, 2002; 14:1653.

IJSRR, 9(3) July – Sep., 2020

Page 139

G. Helan Ruth Joice et al., IJSRR 2020, 9(3), 132-140

22. Kuriakose S, Satpati B, Mohapatra S, Enhanced photocatalytic activity of Co doped ZnO nanodisks
and nanorods prepared by a facile wet chemical method. Phys Chem Chem Phys, 2014; 16:12741.
________________________________________________________________________________

IJSRR, 9(3) July – Sep., 2020

Page 140

